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Objective
The objective of this report is to prepare the City of Trenton to resume full operations
while protecting the well-being and safety of their employees and its residents.

The City of Trenton will establish a data-driven, and time-phased approach to
reopening or reconstituting based on State and Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) guidelines. This approach seeks to reduce the risk of COVID-19 for
the population and to preserve the capacity of the health care system, while reopening
in a safe fashion.

COVID-19 is a respiratory illness. Current information about symptoms can be found
on the (CDC) website.

It is thought that COVID-19 mainly spreads through droplets expelled when
someone breathes, talks, sings, coughs, sneezes, etc. In most instances of
transmission, close contact (sometimes called “face-to-face interaction”) is
believed to be responsible for spreading the virus when an uninfected individual
breathes in the droplets from an infected individual. Close contact is when a person
is within 6 feet of another person for a prolonged period of time (thought to be
around 10 minutes). Although it is not thought to be the primary mode of
transmission, COVID-19 can also spread when a person touches a surface where
droplets have settled and then touches their nose, mouth or eyes.

These two identified main types of transmission are considered as the basis for the
recommended actions individuals can take to prevent the spread of COVID-19.

Reopening efforts will not only address physical and psychological impact to personnel
and the community at large, but also how to facilitate the expertise and coordination
from all stakeholders to ensure a seamless transition back to ‘the new normal.’ For
additional information, please visit Covid19nj.gov.
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Overview

*The above graphic was released by the Office of the Governor of New Jersey.
This plan serves as a general overview of guidance from the State of New Jersey
regarding the anticipated and announced relaxing of restrictions, which affects how
different types of firms reopen.

Ten sections are included within this report (along with the applicable multi-phased
approach): (1) Restaurants and bars; (2) beauty parlors, barbershops, and salons; (3)
gyms; (4) retail establishments; (5) places of worship; (6) libraries; and (7) additional
considerations.

Updated versions of this report may be released as clearer guidance is issued from the
State of New Jersey; however, in the absence of additional guidance, the City must
help promote existing public information, which pertains to City firms.
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Overview

Stage 1
• Trentonians should continue to quarantine as instructed by the Mayor's
Executive Order and the directives of the Office of the Governor of New
Jersey.
• Gatherings of individuals outside the home are prohibited.
• Non-essential travel is prohibited and residents should adhere to CDC
guidelines.
• Follow CDC guidelines for quarantine following travel.
• Working from home is to be encouraged whenever possible and feasible.
Non-essential business, unless excluded by amended order, should develop
plans for reopening.
• Restaurants continue open just for takeout and delivery.
• Places of worship are closed.
• Indoor gyms and other close contact services business are closed.
• Parks are open for passive recreation but not for organized sports, events, etc.
• Playgrounds and public pools are closed.
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Overview

Stage 2
• The most vulnerable population should continue to self-quarantine.
Precautions should be taken to protect the most vulnerable.
• Public and private gatherings adhering to crowd and capacity guidelines are
allowed, as long as adequate social distancing is observed.
• Employees should continue to encourage telework whenever possible.
• Employees who are returning to work must do so in phases, making sure that
physical distancing and other protective measures are still followed.
• Non-essential travel should be kept at minimum, adhering to State of NJ and
CDC guidelines.
• All open businesses must continue to follow the five core actions mentioned
before.
• Opening of bars, restaurants, clubs, gyms, etc., are mandated by NJ State
guidelines.
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Overview

Stage 3
• The most vulnerable population should continue to self-quarantine.
Precautions should be taken to protect the most vulnerable.
• Public and private gatherings adhering to crowd and capacity guidelines are
allowed, as long as adequate social distancing is observed.
• Employees should continue to encourage telework whenever possible.
• Non-essential travel should be kept at minimum, adhering to State of NJ and
CDC guidelines.
• All open businesses must continue to follow the five core actions.
• Opening of bars, restaurants, clubs, gyms, etc., are mandated by NJ State
guidelines.
• Public interaction is resumed following State of NJ and CDC general
guidelines.
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Restaurants and Bars
Phase 1 (Aligns with Governor Murphy’s “Stage 2”)
Restaurants and bars will be permitted to host guests for outdoor dining only.
Strict social distancing measures must be followed, including placing tables six
feet from each other, limiting seated parties to eight patrons per table, and
blocking off seating, tables, or bar stools that are not to be used. No buffets, salad
bars, or other self-service stations will be open.

All waitstaff and other employees must wear face coverings at all times, and they
must wash and sanitize their hands upon arrival and throughout their shifts.
Gloves must be worn when in contact with customers or when handling or serving
food and other items to customers. Businesses must provide all employees with
such

gloves

and

face

coverings.

Daily

health

checks,

including

temperature

screenings and/or symptom checking, should be conducted on all staff. Any
employee showing signs of COVID-19, such as fever or other symptoms should
be sent home. Signs must be posted explaining that no one with a fever or other
symptoms of COVID-19 should enter the establishment. All tables, chairs, and
other shared items (including menus, signature pads, credit card machines, etc.)
must be disinfected after each use. In waiting areas, clear markings should be
indicated

to

separate

patrons

in

six-foot

intervals.

Physical

barriers

and/or

partitions must be erected at cash registers, bars, host stands, and other areas
where maintaining six feet of distance is difficult.

The State of New Jersey is allowing for any establishment with a liquor license to
apply for a special permit to serve alcohol outside, and the City of Trenton allows
for restaurants to apply for an outdoor dining permit through its Sidewalk Cafe
program. In the event of inclement weather, the establishment must have a policy
to switch solely to takeout or delivery services.
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Restaurants and Bars
Phase 2
Indoor dining will be permitted to resume with strict capacity limits and social
distancing measures. Indoor dining facilities will be restricted to 25% capacity.
Other guidelines, including but not limited to provisions requiring face coverings,
gloves, hand washing, sanitization and disinfecting, and social distancing, must
continue to be followed.

Phase 3
As New Jersey continues to see a decline in new COVID-19 cases, capacity limits
and

other

guidelines

will

continue

to

be

adjusted

based

on

data

and

recommendations from other agencies. Moving forward, adherence to social
distancing, cleansing, and face covering protocols will be crucial to keeping our
numbers down and allowing us to return to more a more traditional dining
experience.

References
Arco, Matt, "N.J. To Reopen Indoor Dining Restaurants On July 2 With Capacity Limits."
NJ.com, June 22, 2020.
Murphy, Philip D. "Executive Order No. 150" Office of the Governor of New Jersey,
June 3, 2020.
Persichilli, Judith "Executive Directive No. 20-014: COVID-19 Protocols for Food or
Beverage Establishments Offering Service in Outdoor Areas Pursuant to
Executive Order No. 150" State of New Jersey. Department of Health, June 3, 2020.
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Beauty Parlors, Barbershops, and Salons
Phase 1 (Aligns with Governor Murphy's "Stage 2")
In

accordance

with

Governor

Murphy’s

and

Attorney

General

Grewal’s

guidelines, strict social distancing and cleansing measures must be followed.
Customers and staff should be screened no more than 24 hours before any
scheduled appointment and immediately prior to or upon arrival at the business.
Any individual reporting symptoms associated with COVID-19 within the last 72
hours,

or

having

had

actual

or

suspected

exposure

to

another

individual

suspected or confirmed to have had COVID-19 in the past 14 days, should not be
permitted to enter. This includes both patrons and employees. All clients and
employees

should

have

their

temperatures

checked

before

entry,

and

any

individual with a temperature greater than 100.4°F shall not be permitted to
enter.

Face coverings must be worn by staff and patrons at all times, except when
necessary to render specific services, such as a haircut or laying facedown on a
massage table. Any reusable or communal items, including but not limited to
magazines, samples, and toys, should be removed.

Services should be provided on an appointment-only basis, with no unscheduled
walk-ins being permitted. As such, only staff and clients actively receiving
services should be permitted in the establishment at any time, with all other
scheduled patrons waiting outside until the business is ready to treat them.
Further, appointments should be scheduled with sufficient time in between to
allow for proper cleaning and disinfecting between clients.
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Beauty Parlors, Barbershops, and Salons
Social distancing measures should continue to be observed. Whenever possible,
steps should be taken to ensure at least six feet of distance between clients and
employees, including at work stations. Physical barriers, signs, and tape or other
floor markings should be used to facilitate such distancing.

Future Phases
As New Jersey continues to see a decline in new COVID-19 cases, capacity
limits and other guidelines will continue to be adjusted based on data and
recommendations from other agencies. Moving forward, adherence to social
distancing, cleansing, and face covering protocols will be crucial to keeping our
numbers down and allowing us to return to more a more traditional experience.

References
Arco, Matt, "N.J. Hair Salons, Barbershops and Other Personal Care Reopen Monday
Official just released the new rules." NJ.com, June 17, 2020.
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Gyms and Fitness Centers
Phase 1 (Aligns with Governor Murphy's "Stage 2")
Under
remain

Governor
closed

Murphy’s

for

general

executive
use,

order,

though

gyms

and

individualized

fitness
training

centers

must

sessions

are

permitted by appointment only. Appointments are to accommodate only a single
customer per session or can include multiple members of the same household.
Officials have suggested that they will release additional guidelines at a later
date.

Some establishments have chosen to move operations outdoors, and provided
that businesses adhere to social distancing, gathering size, and other state and
local guidelines, such activity is permitted. Patrons must remain on the business’
property and be adequately spaced to follow six-foot distancing guidelines, and
any physical contact is strictly prohibited.

Future Phases
As New Jersey continues to see a decline in new COVID-19 cases, capacity
limits and other guidelines will continue to be adjusted based on data and
recommendations from other agencies. Moving forward, adherence to social
distancing, cleansing, and face covering protocols will be crucial to keeping our
numbers down and allowing us to return to more a more traditional experience.

References
Anzidei, Melanie, "NJ Gyms Must Remain Closed, But Can Offer Individual Sessions By
Appointment," NorthJersey.com, June 24, 2020.
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Retail Establishments
Phase 1 (Aligns with Gov. Murphy's "Stage 2")
Customers are encouraged to leave home only to access essential goods and to
shop at non-peak times. Visits should be as brief as possible, and patrons should
aim to shop alone if at all possible. Six-foot social distancing guidelines should
be maintained both while shopping and while waiting in line, and establishments
should utilize physical barriers, signs, and tape or other floor markings should be
used to facilitate such distancing. To protect our most at-risk populations, retail
food

stores

have

been

encouraged

to

establish

separate

operating

hours

restricting to senior citizens and other high-risk groups.

All retail considered “nonessential” may operate using curbside pickup and
following safety guidelines. Customers can pick up pre-ordered goods but cannot
enter the establishments themselves. All means of avoiding in-person contact,
including phone, email, and other online services, should be utilized for customer
transactions.

Only

employees

responsible

for

operations

related

to

curbside

pickup should be working in-store. Customers should be notified by phone, text
message, or other means once their product is available for pickup, and pick-up
times should be scheduled in advance. Customers should remain in their vehicles
(if arriving by car) and await delivery of their purchase by staff, and wherever
possible, employees should place the goods directly in the customer’s vehicle.

Any individual reporting symptoms associated with COVID-19 within the last 72
hours,

or

having

had

actual

or

suspected

exposure

to

another

individual

suspected or confirmed to have had COVID-19 in the past 14 days, should not be
permitted to enter.
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Retail Establishments
Customers must not enter an establishment if they have shown symptoms, been
exposed,

or

are

currently

undergoing

a

quarantine

for

actual

or

potential

exposure to COVID-19. Any employee meeting any of those conditions should
not report to work.

Face coverings must be worn by employees and customers at all times, and
employers must provide proper coverings or masks for this purpose. If an
employee’s job duties can be completed from home, they should be permitted
and encouraged to do so. When at work, employees must washing their hands
with soap and water and/or an alcohol-based sanitizer, especially after contact
with shared public surfaces.

For

additional

details

about

specific

business

types,

including

bars

and

restaurants, manufacturing, construction, and others, please visit:
https://covid19.nj.gov/faqs/nj-information/general-public/if-im-a-customeremployee-or-operator-of-a-business-what-social-distancing-guidelines-should-ifollow

Phase 2-Nonessential Retail
(Aligns with Governor Murphy's "Stage 2")
Beginning on June 15, brick-and-mortar establishments may open to the public,
so long as establishing social distancing and other mitigation methods required
of essential businesses in the above section are respected. The same minimum
requirements for essential businesses are required of nonessential businesses.
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Retail Establishments
Future Phases
As New Jersey continues to see a decline in new COVID-19 cases, capacity
limits and other guidelines will continue to be adjusted based on data and
recommendations from other agencies. Moving forward, adherence to social
distancing, cleansing, and face covering protocols will be crucial to keeping our
numbers down and allowing us to return to more a more traditional experience.

References
Murphy, Philip D. "Executive Order No. 150" Office of the Governor of New Jersey,
June 3, 2020.
State of New Jersey, "If I'm a Customer, Employee, or Operator of a Business, What Social
Distancing Guidelines Should I Follow?"COVID19.nj.gov, June 8, 2020.
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Places of Worship
Phase 1 (Aligns with Governor Murphy's "Stage 2")
Currently, indoor gatherings and in-person services at houses of worship are
permitted

with

social

distancing

guidelines

and

capacity

restrictions.

Congregants should check with their individual places of worship to confirm
whether in-person services have resumed.

Occupancy at individual house of worship must be limited to whichever is fewer
of 100 people or 25% of a building's total capacity. All attendees must wear face
coverings or masks and should remain six feet apart unless from the same
household. Any physical items may not be shared by multiple attendees at the
same gathering except for immediate family members, caretakers, household
members, or romantic partners, unless such items are sanitized before and after
use by different individuals. Any payment or donations of any kind should be
provided without contact if possible. Attendees are permitted to briefly remove
their face coverings in order to place or receive an item in their mouth for
religious purposes.

For outdoor services, if social distancing and other mitigation measures are
observed, religious organizations are exempt from the outdoor gathering size
limits.
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Places of Worship
Future Phases
As New Jersey continues to see a decline in new COVID-19 cases, capacity
limits and other guidelines will continue to be adjusted based on data and
recommendations from other agencies. Moving forward, adherence to social
distancing, cleansing, and face covering protocols will be crucial to keeping our
numbers down and allowing us to return to more a more traditional experience.

References
Murphy, Philip D. "Executive Order No. 152" Office of the Governor of New Jersey,
June 9, 2020.
Murphy, Philip D. "Executive Order No. 156" Office of the Governor of New Jersey,
June 22, 2020.
State of New Jersey, "Are Churches and Other Houses of Worship Offering Services? What
Are the Social Distancing Requirements?" COVID19.nj.gov, June 22, 2020.
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Libraries
Phase 1 (Aligns with Governor Murphy's "Stage 2")
Libraries are currently permitted to open for curbside pickup only. All social
distancing and other mitigation measures must be respected. As with other
curbside

pickups,

patrons

are

not

permitted

to

enter

brick-and-mortar

establishments. However, with advance reservations, patrons can pick up or drop
off

materials

advance

via

outside
phone,

of

the

email,

Library.

fax,

or

Such

other

reservations

means

to

should

avoid

be

made

in-person

in

contact

wherever possible. The Library should notify patrons when their items are ready
for pickup, and wherever possible should schedule pickup times in advance.
Patrons, if possible, should remain in their vehicles if arriving by car until
designated staff delivers the materials.

In-person work by Library employees should be limited, when possible, to those
employees responsible for curbside pickup operations. For walk-up pickups, sixfoot social distancing measures should be adopted and employees should utilize
physical barriers, signs, and tape or other floor markings should be used to
facilitate such distancing. All materials and other physical items should be
sanitized before distribution and after return. All employees must wear face
coverings and gloves when interacting with patrons or handling materials, and
facilities should provide such materials to their employees. In Trenton, all fines
are waived and blocks on accounts have been lifted to facilitate access to digital
services and content.
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Libraries
Phase 2
Beginning on July 6, libraries may allow patrons to enter their brick-and-mortar
premises with strict social distancing and at a 25% capacity limit.

The Trenton

Free Public Library will resume in-person services on Tuesday, July 7, 2020.
Six-foot social distancing measures must be adhered to, and employees should
utilize physical barriers, signs, and tape or other floor markings should be used to
facilitate such distancing. All materials and other physical items should be
sanitized before distribution and after return. All employees must wear face
coverings and gloves when interacting with patrons or handling materials, and
facilities should provide such materials to their employees.

Future Phases
As New Jersey continues to see a decline in new COVID-19 cases, capacity
limits and other guidelines will continue to be adjusted based on data and
recommendations from other agencies. Moving forward, adherence to social
distancing, cleansing, and face covering protocols will be crucial to keeping our
numbers down and allowing us to return to more a more traditional experience.

References
Callahan, Col. Patrick J. "Administrative Order No. 2020-15" State of New Jersey
Department of Law and Public Safety, June 13, 2020.
State of New Jersey, "Are Libraries Open? What Precautions or Policies Must Be In Place?"
COVID19.nj.gov, June 15, 2020.
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Parks and Pools
Phase 1 (Aligns with Governor Murphy's "Stage 1")
Trenton’s parks are open only to passive activities, such as walking, jogging, or
bike-riding.

Activities such as picnics, barbeques, sporting events, and other

gatherings are prohibited.

Playgrounds and pools remain closed.

Residents are

asked to be mindful of others and to respect social distancing and face covering
guidelines, especially when within six feet of others.

No resident should visit any park or other public area if there are any signs or
symptoms of COVID-19 or if exposure to anyone with the illness may have
occurred.

Phase 2 (Aligns with Governor Murphy's "Stage 2")
All of Trenton’s parks, with the exception of Cadwalader Park, are open to the
public.

Cadwalader remains open to foot traffic only and no permits will be

issued for this park.

Grilling is not currently permitted due to concerns over

proper sanitization. Trenton’s public pools are also open with some restrictions.
Access to pools will be limited and staggered according to a block schedule,
with capacity restricted to 35% occupancy.

The pool area will be limited to 60

or fewer patrons, and management will abide by a “10 in, 10 out” policy to allow
for proper social distancing.
efforts,

and

tips

on

how

For more information on schedules, mitigation
to

stay

healthy

while

swimming,

please

visit

https://www.trentonnj.org/641/Summer-Swimming-Program.

Any

gathering

guidelines.

must

adhere

to

social

distancing,

face

covering,

and

other
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Parks and Pools
Future Phases
As New Jersey continues to see a decline in new COVID-19 cases, capacity
limits and other guidelines will continue to be adjusted based on data and
recommendations from other agencies.

Moving forward, adherence to social

distancing, cleansing, and face covering protocols will be crucial to keeping our
numbers down and allowing us to return to more a more traditional experience.
We hope to allow full use of all City parks, pools, and other public areas once it
is safe to do so.

References
City of Trenton, "Summer Swimming Program," Department of Recreation, Natural
Resources & Culture, Accessed July 7, 2020.
https://www.trentonnj.org/641/Summer-Swimming-Program

Persichilli, Judith "Executive Directive No. 20-022: Health and Safety Standards for Pools
and Aquatic Recreation Facilities Pursuant to Executive Order No. 153."
State of New Jersey. Department of Health, July 1, 2020
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Additional Considerations
Public Schools Systems
While Trenton Public Schools does not fall under the oversight of the City of
Trenton, the following information is applicable. On June 26, 2020 the New
Jersey

Department

of

Education

released

"The

Road

Back:

Restart

and

Recovery," which can be found at the following link:
https://www.nj.gov/education/reopening/NJDOETheRoadBack.pdf

Public Transportation, Taxis, and Ride Sharing Services
As the City of Trenton does not govern the trains or buses that service our
residents, please consult NJ Transit’s COVID-19 web page, available here:
https://www.njtransit.com/covid19

Stadiums and Arenas
Stadiums and arenas located within the City of Trenton will continue to follow
guidelines issued by the State of New Jersey; moreover, the City has no applicable
recommendations that deviate from the State's guidelines. Since stadiums and arenas
are managed by private companies, those companies will make decisions based on the
feasability of continued programming. The Trenton Thunder have cancelled their
season as described by the following link; however, the CURE Arena has yet to
provide further information on its future programming.
https://www.mycentraljersey.com/story/sports/baseball/2020/06/30/minor-leagueseason-canceled-somerset-patriots-hope-bring-professional-baseballcommunity/5352159002/

College Campuses
As the City of Trenton does not govern colleges and universities, please consult
Mercer County Community College’s plan for returning to campus, available
here: https://www.mccc.edu/pdf/reopening-plan-5-31-20.pdf
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